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September 3, 2014
Dear Members of Congress,

As outdoor industry businesses that make and sell products for active use in the outdoors, we write to
express our enthusiastic support for the Wilderness Act of 1964, which celebrates its 50" anniversary
this year. Using the Wilderness Act, Congress has protected both the crown jewels of our federal lands
in the National Wilderness Preservation System and thousands of rivers, trails, cliffs, and canyons
through simultaneous designations including National Conservation Areas and National Recreation
Areas. These protections inspire all Americans to enjoy our precious public lands.

We know that our customers, the 140 million Americans that get outside each year, value Wilderness
areas as places to hike, ski, climb, paddle, hunt, fish, watch wildlife, and take a break from our
increasingly busy world. As America’s population grows, and participation in outdoor recreation
increases, so does the responsibility to protect Wilderness and public lands. Unfortunately, Congress
has failed to pass many broadly supported public lands bills over the past four years. This anniversary
provides a once-in-a-generation opportunity to celebrate these areas that support outdoor recreation
for all our citizens.

Our Wilderness heritage sets us apart from other nations. These wild mountains, forests, deserts, and
coastlines help define us as Americans and are a critical driver of economic activity. Undeveloped
lands and waterways, and the special outdoor recreation experiences they offer, are essential for the
S646-billion outdoor recreation economy. The Wilderness Act preserves landscapes that are important
to our broad customer base and the 6.1 million American jobs supported by our industry.

When President Lyndon Johnson signed the Wilderness Act into law, his signature codified that “A
wilderness, in contrast with those areas where man and his own works dominate the landscape, is
hereby recognized as an area where the earth and its community of life are untrammeled by man,
where man himself is a visitor who does not remain.” It is in these Wilderness areas that our customers
have their most profound outdoor experiences. We embrace the Wilderness Act because:

* Wilderness is the highest level of protection the US government can bestow on federal lands.

* Wilderness areas are the crown jewels of our natural heritage.

* Wilderness areas provide opportunities for outdoor recreation both within the Wilderness and
on adjacent protected lands.

* Wilderness is an economic driver for communities that surround these areas, providing
economic activity related to tourism, outdoor recreation, attracting businesses opening near
recreation assets and wild and scenic places, and new residents looking for a high quality of life.

* Wilderness areas preserve essential habitat for wildlife, and protect watersheds that provide
drinking water to many cities and rural communities.
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In honor of this important anniversary, we urge Congress to act on the many Wilderness and public
land bills that have been introduced, but are languishing in committee. Most of these bills have
undergone thorough vetting at the local level, and enjoy strong support from the communities nearest
the lands they would protect. Protecting Wilderness today is an immediate investment in the outdoor

recreation economy, and a gift to future generations.

Sincerely,
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